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Government Reform Approves Historic Legislation
Authorizing $1.5 Billion for Metro System

Bill Also Strengthens Oversight of Regional Transportation Authority

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Chairman Tom Davis (R-VA-11th) is pleased to announce that the
Government Reform Committee today unanimously approved legislation Davis
introduced to authorize federal funding for capital improvements and critical maintenance
for the Washington Metro system.

 The legislation, H.R. 3496, the “National Capital Transportation Amendments
Act of 2005,” would provide $1.5 billion in federal money over 10 years for the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), which runs the Metro
system.

 “We all know that the federal government needs Metro – half of the subway’s
peak period riders are federal employees and contractors, and more than 50 federal
agency offices are located adjacent to Metro stations,” Davis said.  “But for its long-term
viability, Metro needs the federal government, too. We’ve taken a big step today in
making a renewed federal commitment to the Metro system a reality.”

 In addition to the $150 million annually for 10 years, the legislation would also:
create an Inspector General for WMATA to oversee finances, add four members (two
voting, two non-voting) representing the federal government to WMATA’s Board of
Directors, including one voting member who must be a regular Metro rider; require
Virginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia to establish dedicated funding streams to
pay their share of Metro costs; and require those jurisdictions to pay 50 percent of the net
costs of any capital improvement or maintenance project.

 Davis introduced H.R. 3496 in July, along with the Members of Congress from
the National Capital regional.  It continues the federal government’s long-standing
support of the Washington Metro system.
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Federal investment in WMATA dates back to 1960, when President Eisenhower
signed the “National Capital Transportation Act,” creating a National Capital
Transportation Agency to develop a regional rail system for the Nation’s Capital.  Since
that time, Congress has periodically infused the system with funding for maintenance and
expansion, recognizing the federal government’s unique and undeniable reliance on the
Metro system.

“As Congress has recognized in the past, Metro is an entity in which all American
taxpayers have an interest,” Davis said. “This legislation again recognizes that shared
national interest, to protect past investments and prevent the system from collapsing.  It
once again demonstrates Metro’s importance to federal operations and commits the
federal government to a long-term partnership with WMATA and its member
jurisdictions.”
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